Suggested Session/Presbytery Announcement
Let me share some exciting news about our new Presbyterian Hymnal!  The Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song (P-COCS) members have volunteered countless hours over the past three years.  Now their work is coming to an end; they will finish the list of contents by January, then, present the list to General Assembly next July.
During its work, the committee changed its name from The Hymnal Committee to Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song to reflect the fact that over the past decades, worship has undergone changes.   Congregations are practicing many different styles of worship and music.  Our new hymnal/songbook will reflect this diversity to include the “good old hymns of the church”, gospel hymns, hymns written in this century, global songs, and contemporary “Praise and Worship.”  But don’t worry -- over half of the song will be familiar.
What’s happening now?  Copyright license holders are being contacted for permission to use their songs in our hymnal, music is being typeset to go to the printers, and congregations are learning new songs.  Recently, the title of the hymnal was announced:  GLORY TO GOD:  The Presbyterian Hymnal.
Want to get involved?  One easy thing your congregation can do is to participate in our “Many Voices, One Song” campaign.  We are inviting all Presbyterian churches to sing the same hymn on the same Sunday.  The next date is Reformation Sunday (Oct. 30), when Presbyterians are invited to sing Martin Luther’s hymn together, “A Mighty Fortress”.

You may have seen this summer’s Sampler; another Sampler with more music will be available for next summer’s General Assembly.  It will include hymns, songs, and other worship materials. The hymnal is being funded and published by the Presbyterian Publishing House.  No General Assembly funds have been used.

Please visit the project website to learn more:  www.presbyterianhymnal.org .  Or you can follow us on Facebook or Twitter. This will keep you updated on all the news.

As Fred Pratt Green says in the hymn “When in our Music God is Glorified”, “Let every instrument be tuned for praise.  Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise.  And may God give us faith to sing always.  Alleluia!!”
